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efforts to improve the lot of the unhappy negroes, could not
now resist the opportunity offered to attack the family
which controlled the Daily News on the very ground on
which that journal had with such deadly effect attacked
the last Conservative administration. Surely, also, this was
an illustration of the logical conclusion of the doctrine of
Free Trade, which must have led Mr. Cobden, if his letters
on the subject are to be believed, to have mitigated some--
thing of his dogma.
On the 26th September, 1908, when it had been an-
nounced that Mr. W. A. Cadbury was himself to visit the
islands, they published an article full of gibes and sneers
and innuendoes, but containing no open charges. " It was
left to others," the article ran, cc to throw light on those
favoured portions of the earth's surface which enjoy the rule
of Portugal in Africa. Other observers have anticipated Mr.
Cadbury, and have described the state of affairs in certain
of these districts. ... It is oot called e slavery' ; ' contract
labour' they call it now, but in most of its essentials it is
that monstrous trade in human flesh and blood against which
the Quaker and Radical ancestors of Mr. Cadbury thundered
in the better days of England. . . . There is only one more
amazing thing than Mr. Nevinson's statements, and that is
the strange tranquillity with which they are received by
those virtuous people in England whom they intimately
concern." The Standard commented, " In the plenitude of
his solicitude for his fellow-creatures, Mr. Cadbury might
have been expected to take some interest in the owners of
those same grimed African hands whose toil also is so essential
to the beneficent and lucrative operations at Bournville,"
In January  1909, Messrs.  Cadbury,  the Anti-Slavery
Society, and the Foreign Office, having all failed to amelio-
rate the conditions on the two islands, the Cadbury firm
brought an end to their relations with the Portuguese
colonies, and bought no more cocoa from them.
Meanwhile a writ was issued for libel against the Standard.
It was one of the cases in which the defendants not only
stood by their " libel," but aggravated it by their defence.
They pleaded justification in so far as their article consisted